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The Coldest Night of the Year walk in support of S.H.I.F.T. took place in Alliston on Saturday, Feb. 28. Teams and individuals
numbering around 245 met at Alliston Memorial Arena before heading out along a route through town. As of press time, $87,815
had been raised toward a final goal of $100,000. See full story and more photos on Page 7. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Trillium grant expands volunteer programs at CONTACT Community Services

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

CONTACT Community Services received a
Resilient Communities Fund grant of $151,600
from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, which
has helped the organization to strengthen and
expand its volunteer programs across South
Simcoe.

MPP for York-Simcoe, Caroline Mulroney,
met with representatives from CONTACT on
Thursday, Feb. 26, to congratulate them on the
work they have done over the past two years
under this grant.

“This investment from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation helps organizations like CON-
TACT build stronger, more resilient programs
that meet community needs,” MSS Mulroney
said. “Enhancing volunteer recruitment, train-
ing, and coordination ensures that CONTACT
can continue delivering compassionate, high-
impact services to the people who need them
most.”

This investment has helped CONTACT
build a more resilient, community-driven sup-
port network by improving volunteer recruit-
ment, training, and engagement opportunities.

With support from the OTF grant, CON-
TACT has enhanced its training and resources
that empower volunteers to deliver essential
services.

Funds from the grant were used to help hire a
Volunteer Coordinator, provide training oppor-

tunities, and help with administrative costs.

Volunteers play a vital role in CONTACT’s
mission to support individuals and families
through crisis, connection, and community
programming. The grant CONTACT received
has provided volunteers with the tools, guid-
ance, and support needed to continue serving
the community with compassion and confi-
dence.

“This OTF grant has allowed us to build the
foundation for a stronger volunteer culture at
CONTACT,” said Tina de los Santos, execu-
tive director of CONTACT. “Our volunteers
are at the heart of everything we do, and this
funding ensures we can continue to grow, sup-
port, and recognize the incredible individuals
who give their time to help our community
thrive.”

CONTACT Community Services is a regis-
tered charity with a 49-year history of proac-
tively addressing changing social needs.

“Volunteering with CONTACT has always
been meaningful, but the new training and
support have made it even more rewarding,”
said Joanne Malcolm, CONTACT volunteer.
“T feel better equipped, more connected, and
more confident in the work I do. It’s amazing
to see the organization investing in volunteers
the same way volunteers invest in the commu-
nity.”

As a community-based agency with multiple
locations in rural communities, CONTACT
programs meet the needs of over 3,500 fami-
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MILESTONE — CONTACT Community Services received a Resilient Communities Fund grant
of $151,600 to help expand its volunteer programs. Dignitaries came to CONACT’s Bradford
location to congratulate the organization on the work completed over the past two years. From
Left, back row: Brenda Pufek, CONTACT Manager of Community Engagement & Development;
volunteer Awawu Waha; Bradford West Gwillimbury Mayor James Leduc; Richard Farmer of the
Ontario Trillium Foundation; Caroline Mulroney, MPP for York-Simcoe; Linda Spurr, CONTACT
Volunteer Coordinator; volunteer Celine Rochon; volunteer Alia Zahiree; Tina de los Santos,
CONTACT Executive Director; Councillor Jonathan Scott. From left, front row: volunteer Linda

Laviola, volunteer Mona Sadri, and volunteer Atheer Alhulwah.

lies, adults, seniors, and youth from all cul-
tural, social, and economic backgrounds every
year.

It provides support to some of South Sim-
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coe’s most vulnerable residents by helping
them access vital services, including housing
supports, employment services, and commu-
nity engagement.

New Tecumseth Mayor Richard Norcross launches weekly video series: Hometown Happenings

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth is launching
a new weekly video series designed to keep

residents informed, engaged, and connected
to what’s happening in the community.

This series is titled Hometown Happen-
ings.

Hosted by Mayor Richard Norcross,

'y YOUR SIDE

for the residents of Alliston,
Beeton, and Tottenham in
Parliament

Scot
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homes, responsible
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safer communities
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and families
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scot.davidson@parl.gc.ca
scotdavidson.ca - 905-898-1600

Hometown Happenings features short,
friendly conversations with local guests from
across New Tecumseth. Each episode high-
lights current projects, upcoming events, and
important initiatives that matter to residents,
delivered in a conversational format.

“This new series is another way we’re
working to keep residents informed and
involved,” said Mayor Richard Norcross.
“Hometown Happenings allows us to share
updates directly with the community while
also showcasing the people and voices
behind the work happening in New Tecums-
eth.”

New episodes will be released weekly and
will cover a wide range of topics, including
municipal services, infrastructure projects,
community programs and local events.

By bringing together staff, community
partners, and local leaders, the series aims to
provide residents with timely, reliable infor-
mation straight from the source.

Hometown Happenings offers residents
another convenient way to stay connected to
local issues and initiatives.

You can watch weekly episodes at newte-
cumseth.ca/HometownHappenings.

PODCAST HOST - New Tecumseth Mayor
Richard Norcross is hosting Hometown Hap-
penings, a new weekly podcast launched by
the Town of New Tecumseth,
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County of Simcoe raises flag and marks March as #ITSTARTS Month

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe officially launched
the 2026 #ITSTARTS campaign, as Simcoe
County Wardan Basil Clarke proclaimed the
month of March as #ITSTARTS Month and
raised the flag at the Administration Centre
in Midhurst.

This marks 10 years of the #ITSTARTS
campaign. #ITSARTS is a public awareness
campaign designed to take a proactive step
towards addressing racism and discrimina-
tion in Simcoe County.

N

SICOESS

#ITSTARTS With

For a decade, this campaign has
brought communities across Simcoe
County together, championing inclu-
sion, equity, and meaningful connec-
tion.

What began as a simple idea has
evolved into one of the region’s
most recognized grassroots initia-
tives, now reaching over 4.5 million
people.

This year’s campaign builds on
that legacy.

“Marking 10 years of #ITSTARTS
is a testament to the incredible dedi-
cation of our Local Immigration
Partnership and our many Com-
munity Champions,” said Simcoe
County Warden Basil Clarke. “Their
leadership has helped shape a more
welcoming and inclusive Simcoe County,
supporting more than 82,000 immigrant
residents who enrich our communities every
day. Together, we’ve made significant prog-
ress over the past decade as our popula-
tion and communities continue to become
more diverse. We look forward to continu-

TACKLING RACISM - County of Simcoe officials gathered in front f the Aministration Centre in Mid-
hurst to raise the #ITSTARTS flag to kick off # TSTARTS Month.

ing the momentum with successful pro-
grams and awareness initiatives just like the
#ITSTARTS campaign.”

With the flag now raised for 2026,
#ITSTARTS banners, flags, and symbols will
be displayed at municipal offices and com-
munity locations across the county through

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

#ITSTARTS month in March.

Residents, businesses, schools, and com-
munity organizations can participate by
requesting campaign cards from the Local
Immigration Partnership.

Multilingual digital cards are also avail-
able on the County’s website.
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

Women’s Day

The ‘world’ will be celebrating Interna-
tional Women’s Day on March 8.

International Women’s Day is cele-
brated globally as a day to celebrate the
social, economic, cultural, and political
achievements of women.

There will be events across Canada,
the US, Europe, and in other countries as
well.

International Women’s Day has been
around for over 100 years, beginning back
in 1911, with a call to those who cared
about gender equality.

It started in Austria, Denmark, Germany,
and Switzerland, where people attended
rallies to show their support for women'’s
rights to work, vote, hold public office, and
live free from discrimination.

From a modern perspective, it's hard to
believe that at one time, women in North
America didn’t have the right to cast a vote
in an election. Women were also limited
in other areas where men dominated deci-
sion-making, and they were expected to
keep their place in society.

| guess women got fed up with being
told that, even though they were citizens,
they had no say in who was going to form
the government.

Of course, there were also forward-

thinking men who supported this idea and
realized that being a woman didn’t mean
you wouldn’t understand politics. After all,
every man has a mother, maybe a sister or
daughter, and likely a wife.

Why wouldn’t you want the women in
your life to be successful and enjoy the
same rights that you have?

The United Nations, the most useless
organization on the planet, which has a
reputation for accomplishing nothing, is
proudly announcing that it supports Inter-
national Women'’s Day.

According to the UN’s website, the
theme for Women’s Day is “Rights. Jus-
tice. Action. For ALL Women and Girls,”
which calls for “action to dismantle all
barriers to equal justice: discriminatory
laws, weak legal protections, and harmful
practices and social norms that erode the
rights of women and girls.”

On the page, it also says, “In many
countries, the law allows for early and child
marriage, which erodes the full potential of
about 12 million girls annually.”

Does it not occur to the UN that the
‘many countries’ they are talking about are
the same countries that are members of
the United Nations?

These member nations are the same

Change you can set your watch to

I've never had the best of luck with
clocks.

From the time | first set foot in a school
setting at the age of three or four, the
tick-tock of the timepiece on the wall
was a focal point of learning as we deci-
phered what those twelve numbers,
three hands, and the notches in between
translated to. This clock actually had a
further ring of twelve numbers inside the
main event to teach us not only how to
tell time, but do so with military preci-
sion.

Still, the tick-tock in a nearly silent
classroom never failed to make my hair
feel like it was standing on end.

The transition to public school, how-
ever, made me embrace the tick-tock
a bit more because, it being a school
of a certain age, relied on hardwired,
plugged-in timepieces where the sec-
ond hand moved with precision smooth-
ness... and the tick-tock replaced by the
dull whir of the motor which irritated my
follicles even further!

Still, my luck with clocks hasn’t really
improved over... well, time.

A beautifully made cuckoo clock my

grandmother brought me back from
Austria — no small feat as she was on
a shoulder-to-shoulder bus tour of the
Alpen countries — met its demise after
the bird chirped one too many times in
the middle of the night for my father’s
taste.

A clock | had long been searching for
to add to my collection — it's a fandom
thing — finally and unexpectedly sur-
faced at a local thrift store, only to break
down beyond repair two weeks after |
put it on the wall.

At least that was somewhat replace-
able. The next example not so much.

We grandchildren didn’t receive much
from our grandfather after his death
in 2006, but one particular keepsake
that came my way was his wristwatch.
It wasn’t the watch | remembered him
wearing from the earliest memories of
my childhood, that had broken some
years before, but it was nevertheless an
important way to feel | was still keeping
him close.

It was a regular feature on my wrist for
about three years before it would inexpli-
cably no longer keep time. Three repairs

FROM THE SECOND ROW

countries that treat women like third-class
citizens, or worse.

Who at the UN wrote about ‘social
norms that erode the rights of women
and girls’, while sitting at a desk next to
the representative of a country that has
laws stating a female shall not leave home
unless accompanied by a male relative?

Who wrote about ‘social norms’ after
having lunch with a representative from a
country that practices female genital muti-
lation as part of their normal way of living?

Who wrote about ‘social norms’ after
having coffee with a representative from a
country that bans education for girls, while
forcing women to completely cover them-
selves from head to toe before leaving the
house?

How do these women even manage to
have friends if you can’t even recognize
someone you pass on the street?

On the same UN webpage, it states,
“Women have only 64 per cent of the legal
rights that men hold worldwide.”

The UN makes this statement as if
something has to be done about this gap
in rights. Yet ambassadors to the UN are
powerless to even suggest that a country
needs to modernize.

| read an interesting essay by a woman

and three fails later were enough to drive
home the fact the watch had served its
purpose, but it remains a cherished, if
now-still reminder of a person who was
very important to me.

And, despite being broken, it is, as the
old saying goes, still right twice a day.

Whether you rely on a wall-mounted
timepiece, a traditional watch, a glance
every once in a while, at your preferred
screen, or on wrist-mounted devices
that can apparently do everything but
take out your trash, this is a time of year
where we find ourselves being clock-
watchers a little more often than usual.

We're set to spring our clocks forward
an hour in the wee hours of Sunday
morning.

For some, losing an hour of sleep to
gain an hour of daylight at the end of the
day is a pretty good trade-off — and I'm
not going to disagree. As a winter enthu-
siast, one inextricable element of the
season that | absolutely loathe is leaving
for work and coming home in the dark-
ness.

For others, the change in time is noth-
ing short of a drag as experts cite the

BRIAN LOCKHART

who was born and
raised in the US but
had parents who were
immigrants from North-
ern Africa.

The woman had the opportunity to
travel to Northern Africa to visit relatives.
She was surprised to experience the cul-
ture her parents had come from.

Her relatives were shocked that, at age
20, she had not yet been married off. They
could not believe this woman was attend-
ing university. They had no concept of
higher education and told her a woman
shouldn’t even be attending school.

They told her a woman was supposed
to have children and stay home, and that
was it.

At the end of her essay, she said she
was shocked at how oppressed these
women were, and they didn’t even know
it. She said she was thankful to have been
born in the West.

The key to advancing women’s rights
globally is education.

People living in an oppressive society
won’t develop the concept of freedom if
the cultural norm is oppression, and this is
taught to children from birth.

Enjoy International Women’s Day 2026.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER

havoc the adjust-
ment has on our
bodies, minds and
souls, not to men-
tion the increase in
traffic accidents and
other safety concerns that seem to be
part and parcel of our spring-forward-
fall-back cycle.

Whether you see it as gaining an
hour of light or losing an hour of sleep
is a matter of your perspective, although
both are, of course, true — but as some-
one who tries to be optimistic wherever
possible, falling back sometimes feels
like it offers more possibilities.

You're gaining an hour, in theory. How
are you going to spend it in practice?

Some like to luxuriate in bed on the
morning of, the extra hour of sleep well-
earned on a lazy Sunday. Others see it
as a bonus hour and are eager to get up
early to make the most of it, sometimes
crowing about all the wonderful things
they were able to cram into those 60
minutes “while the world slept.”

Continued on Page 23
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The fallout from Epstein

“I's amazing how the arrest of a 66-year-old man
in Norfolk has raised the spirits of the entire country,”
remarked a reader on the letters page of the Guardian
this week. “Perhaps a few more arrests are in order.”

The 66-year-old man was Mr Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor, until recently known as Prince Andrew in
polite circles and as ‘Randy Andy’ in the British gutter
press. He was arrested on Feb. 19 for ‘misconduct in
public office’, not for raping an under-age girl called
Virginia Giuffre in Geoffrey Epstein’s houses in Lon-
don, New York and the Caribbean.

But at least he was arrested (and immediately
released on bail).

Four days later, on Feb. 23, another British nota-
ble briefly honoured the inside of a British police sta-
tion with his presence. It was Lord Peter Mandelson,
a renowned ‘fixer’ in British politics and briefly UK
Ambassador to the United States. The charge was the
same vague ‘misconduct in public office’, and he, too,
was immediately let out on bail.

But at least he was arrested. Nobody has been
arrested in the United States as a result of the release
of three million confidential documents belonging to

the late financier, convicted paedophile and possible
spy Geoffrey Epstein. Nobody at all is doing jail time
for it except his partner-in-crime Ghislaine Maxwell.

The only people who have been arrested are Euro-
peans: Andrew and Mandelson in the United Kingdom
and Norway’s former prime minister Thorbjgrn Jagland
(who only accepted free family holidays from Epstein).

It was probably just bad luck that the names of
the two British men were not redacted in the Epstein
data dump. Their names simply didn’'t ring a bell
with the 500+ Department of Justice employees who
spent several months redacting the names of promi-
nent American men who had availed themselves of
Epstein’s various services.

So they were named and shamed (they have
already done their ‘perp walks’ for British television),
but it is unlikely that they will ever spend time in a Brit-
ish jail. ‘Misconduct in public office’ is a notoriously
hard charge to make stick, and the possible charge of
rape against Andrew is even harder to prove since the
alleged victim is dead.

As for Epstein’s vast network of information
exchanges (which would also have served Epstein’s
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GWYNNE DYER
OUR WORLD TODAY

Epstein had taken the trouble to
give them guilty secrets.
Why would he do all that? It

seems too elaborate if Epstein’s

intention was just to create a modern version of the
Hellfire Club (look it up), but it was the ideal tool if
his intention was to gain access to a wide selection of
powerful and well-informed Americans.

Some of them just wanted free holidays, some of
them wanted to rub shoulders with other famous peo-
ple, some of them wanted to have sex with under-age
girls. Whatever their tastes, Epstein satisfied them.

So what intelligence agency would have the great-
est interest in knowing America’s secrets, including
especially political and commercial secrets? Well,
the leading candidate is obviously the one that is
most dependent on American support in almost every
aspect of its existence: Israel.

How would the lIsraelis have recruited Epstein, if
they did? Through Ghislaine Maxwell, whose father
Robert had worked closely with the Israeli spy agency
Mossad. She moved to New York and linked up with
Epstein shortly after her father died.

work as a spy if he really was
one), the case may remain
open forever. We are left only
with speculation — so let’s
speculate.

Start with the recent remark
of US Commerce Secretary
Howard Lutnick, billionaire
pal of Donald Trump, that Jef-
frey Epstein was “the greatest
blackmailer ever.” Blackmail
is usually about money, but
it can also be for information.

Does this prove that Epstein worked as an Israeli
spy? Of course not, but it certainly makes him a can-
didate for the role. If he did, it's not such a big deal:
Israel has always had spies in America. Jonathan
Pollard was caught in the 1980s and spent 30 years
in prison. Lawrence Franklin was caught in 2006 and
sentenced to 13 years (but released very early).

There were doubtless other spies for Israel who
did not get caught:
these are almost
routine transactions,
although the unlucky
ones who get caught

PROVINCIAL BUDGET
SEASON, STATE OF THE
UNION AND RUINED
MEXICO VACATIONS.

HEY, SOME
GO0D NEWS.
IT’'S STILL
WINTER.
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repute, it's clear that many of tive but not officially FENCING
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sen as sources of informa- he probably was not o All Styles of Fencing
tion or ways of reaching other even breaking US o Installed & Repaired
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law. But we’ll never
know unless Maxwell
does a deal under
some later adminis-
tration.

potential informants rather
than just because they were
filthy rich. And if they were
vulnerable to being black-
mailed, it was often because

LaMohtagneArt.com

Puzzle No. 263110 ¢ Solution in Classifieds

No one las mone Mw—cmwme than the person whe does a crosswond pun@e witf a pen.

CLUES ACROSS
1. Unit of dry measure

5. One who defies
authority

8. Social media giant
12. Render holy

14. “Much __ about
nothing”

15. Computer
manufacturer

16. Creed

18. Immoral act

19. Mountain pass
20. Winged nut

21. Don’t know when
yet

22. Elected officials
23. Corrupt tendencies
26. Popular adult
beverage

30. Made a mistake
31. Morally correct
32. Type of whale

33. Portable conical
tent

34. Native people of

the Congo

39. More (Spanish)
42. Classroom
implements

44. Cognizant of

46. One who tells

47. Free from bondage
49. Thick piece of
something

50. Containing two
adjacent nitrogen atoms
51. Removed from the
record

56. Legendary singer
Turner

57. Broke up the earth
58. Hunting expedition
59. Contributes

60. Unit of work or
energy

61. Wreckage on the
sea bed

62. Affirmative! (slang)
63. Witness

64. Scrape (Archaic)
CLUES DOWN

1. “__ and flows”

2. Humble request
for help

3. A position of
leadership

4. Continent

5. Adherent of a
particular religion

6. Things that can be
eaten

7. Self-governing
Netherlands territory

8. Long-tailed crow

9. Repeated

10. Bluish greens

11. Humanities

13. Someone who
serves in the armed
forces

17. Labor (Spanish)
24. Zero

25. Shared by involving
three parties

26. Queens ballplayer
27. Consumed

28. Rest here please

29. Men’s fashion
accessory

35. American time
36. Sound unit
37.They

38. Soviet Socialist
Republic

40. Places to play video
games

41. A sudden attack of
illness

42. When you hope to
arrive

43. Charges

44. Actress Seyfried
45. A tributary of the
Ohio River

47. Omit when
speaking

48. Armored fish

49. Remain

52. From a distance
53. Adventure story
54. Geological times
55. Eat dinner
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COMMUNITY VOICE

Monthly Message: Mother Earth’s unconditional love may be over

Throughout most of its existence, Mother
Earth (or nature), has unconditionally and
abundantly provided the essential require-
ments for creation and sustainability for all
life on the planet. Without the essential natu-
ral resources of air, water, food, nutrients,
temperature and pressure, life would not be
possible on earth. Humans have, however,
violated the terms of the unwritten bond we
hold with nature by indulging in unnecessary
material things, conveniences, fun, and com-
fort. Additionally, we have caused unprec-
edented warming of the planet, resulting in a
worsening climate. If we choose to reckless-
ly continue this destructive pattern and not
uphold our end of the bargain with nature,
the game of life will be over, with no one
else to blame but ourselves. We have strained
Mother Earth’s natural systems to the point

1O\
\ " 4

GREYS FOR GREEN

protecting our planet for generations to come

that her unconditional love may be ending.
The illusion that Mother Earth is a forgiv-
ing parent that always provides and shields
us from the consequences of our mistakes
is misleading. In fact, the earth operates ac-
cording to the laws of physics, biology, and
chemistry to maintain the balance necessary
for all life on the planet. The Earth is ex-
tremely resilient, but it does not have infinite
capacity. When we disrupt the scientific bal-
ance, the ecosystems also change with dev-

astating negative outcomes, as experienced
today.

There are clear signs that our relationship
with Mother Earth has changed dramatically,
especially in the post-industrial revolution
era. This is shown in more frequent record-
breaking heat waves due to climate change,
catastrophic floods, drought extremes, bio-
diversity collapse, soil and water depletion,
melting ice, deforestation, forests burning
and dying, pollution, etc.

Despite the damage already inflicted, it is
still not too late for us to restore the original
relationship we hold with Mother Earth/na-
ture, before all the critical tipping points are
irreversibly surpassed.

What can we do to correct the problem?
The future depends on whether we can shift
from exploitation to reciprocity — from tak-

ing without thought to giving back in equal
measure.

The story of Mother Earth’s unconditional
love may be ending, not because she turned
against us, but because we have mistaken her
generosity and resilience for infinite capac-
ity. The earth will endure, but whether she
is still a hospitable home for life is an open
question. It is now up to us to decide the out-
come.

This week’s Community Voice article was
written by Kelly Pearce, a founding mem-
ber of Greys for Green in New Tecumseth.
He believes that we all have a role to play
in reducing our carbon footprint to leave a
better planet for future generations and all
lifeforms on this earth. Contact Greys for
Green at contactus@greysforgreen.org or on
social media.

Alliston Food Bank launches Seniors’ Fresh

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Food Bank has launched a
new program in partnership with a local high
school.

The Seniors’ Fresh Meal Pilot Program,
in partnership with Banting Memorial High
School, got underway on Thursday, Feb. 26.
The program will provide fresh, nutritious
meals prepared with care to single seniors
age 55 and over in the community.

Meals will be picked up during the food
bank’s regular client shopping hours. This

will ensure a seamless, respectful and digni-
fied experience for those who qualify.

The program was created with one goal in
mind — to support seniors with dignity, help
maintain independence, and ensure they have
access to healthy, balanced meals.

With rising grocery prices and an increased
cost of living, the Food Bank recognizes that
many seniors are feeling the pressure of
higher prices on a fixed income.

“We want them to know they are not
alone,” the Alliston Food Bank stated. “Each
meal represents more than just food. It rep-
resents compassion, community, and care.

> Next exit:
Making the meeting

We're building the Bradford Bypass

to make your commute faster

Meal Pilot Program with IocaI hlgh school

Together, we are supporting dignity, support-
ing independence, and supporting our com-
munity.”

Local high school students will be involved
in the program.

“We are so grateful to Banting Memorial
High School and our incredible supporters
who make programs like this possible,” the
Alliston Food Bank added.

You can help support this pilot program by
making a donation.

Donations can be made online at canada-
helps.org/en/charities/the-good-shepherd-
food-bank-of-alliston/.

Ontario is building new highways, upgrading

roads and improving transit across the province
to make your travels faster and easier.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

Learn more at ontario.ca/OntarioBuilds
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

NEW PROGRAM - The Alliston Food Bank re-

cently launched the Seniors’ Fresh Meal Pilot

Program to serve single seniors over 55.
BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
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Coldest Night of the Year walk raises nearly $88,000 for S.H.LET

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Coldest Night of the Year walk,
hosted by S.H.I.E.T., took place in Alliston
on Friday, Feb. 28, beginning at Alliston
Memorial Arena and winding through the
streets of town.

Held at locations across the country, the
Coldest Night of the Year is a fun, family-
friendly fundraising walk in support of local
charity partners who provide essential care
and service for people experiencing home-
lessness, hurt, and hunger.

The walk is held in February to remind
people what it’s like for a person experienc-
ing homelessness to be out in the cold dur-
ing the winter months.

In Alliston, 245 people from 44 teams,
supported by 58 volunteers, met at the Arena
before bundling up and heading out for the
walk, led by Rory McKinnon and his bag-
pipes.

S.H.ILE.T. executive director Jenifer Per-
gentile thanked the supporters and sponsors
who made the walk possible.

She started her welcome by quoting
anthropologist Margaret Mead.

“Never doubt that a small group of [= e o
thoughtful, committed citizens, can change -t ” ‘ | | |grenadl H et
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that |- ——
ever has,” Jenifer said.

She continued, “Every little bit counts,
and everything you’ve done to be here today &
helps us, and helps the people we serve here |
in South Simcoe to make a change.”

S.H.IET. was founded in 2017, with the
goal of addressing urgent, unmet needs for §
people who are homeless or at-risk, as well
as people facing food insecurity.

“We operate a daytime drop-in centre and
a homeless shelter here in Alliston,” Pergen-
tile explained. “It’s an emergency shelter for
those who have no alternatives. We have an
outreach team who are out in all of South
Simcoe supporting those who are living pre-
cariously and experiencing homelessness
and the challenges that are related to pov-
erty.”

S.H.IF.T. helped over 700 individuals in
2025 with over 20,000 interactions and pro-
vided 2,500 nights of safety in their shelter.
In addition, they help individuals find hous-

MARCHING OUT - The Coldest Night of the Year walk in support of S.H.I.F.T. took place in Allis-
X ton on Saturday, Feb. 28. Teams and individuals numbering around 245 met at Alliston Memorial
ng. Arena before heading out along a route through town. As of press time, $87,815 had been raised

As of press time, $87,815 had been raised toward a final goal of $100,000. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO
toward a final goal of $100,000.

. — |
Considering Buying or Selling? 1
| Call BRIAN SPEERS S
32 Church Street, Your Sales y A5
SOLB Schomberg, Representative ~RE/MAX :
1 bed, 1 bath Condo in King &
New
EOR 32 Church Street, Tecumseth wo vy ¥
=
SALE/ gctt]:(;ngel)rgth condo Residential & [ E/M AX
' Commercial west realty inc.
905.841.4809 (Cell) www.brianspeers.ca sdepententy Ouned & Opeted
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ONTARIO XLG SWEET NAKED LEAF ALs | MAPLE LEAF
HYDROPONIC SEEDLESS I49 MIXED OR ONTARIO PRIME BONE-
BEEFSTEAK ORANGES /ib BOSTON GROWN TULIPS LESS CHICKEN
TOMATOES PROD OF CALIFORNIA 3.28/kg LETTUCE ORHYACINTHS @EEYEARA: BREAST

ACE BAKERY |

VINCE’S OWN VINCE’S PORK CHOPS
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VEGETABLE ea CREAM SPRING WATER PASTA SAUCE
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Local Events

Hats, Heels, and High Tea fundraiser to benefit local women’s shelter

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Dr. Michael Corradini, a veterinarian in
NMy Sister’s Place in Alliston will host its
annual Hats, Heels, and High Tea fundraiser
to not only raise funds but also recognize
International Women’s Day.

The event will be held at the Club at Bond
Head on Saturday, March 7.

International Women’s Day is celebrated
on March 8 of each year.

My Sister’s Place helps women in transi-
tion by providing shelter and other necessary
support.

The High Tea event gives women a chance
to enjoy a social afternoon and learn more
about My Sister’s Place’s efforts.

This year, former Ontario Premier Kath-
leen Wynn will be a guest speaker.

“This is our biggest fundraiser of the
year,” explained Cindy Curry, My Sister’s
Place fundraising coordinator. “We have to
raise over $300,000 each year with our fun-
draising efforts, so this is an important day
for us. This is our signature event of the year.
The funds raised at this event all go directly
to the shelter, both in-shelter services and
our outreach programs. We also create some
awareness about International Women’s

Day. We have Kathleen coming to speak this
year.”

My Sister’s Place, as well as other wom-
en’s shelters across the province, play an
important role in helping women who are in
transition for a variety of reasons.

“Our Sister’s Place is there for women
and children who are suffering the conse-
quences of violence and abuse,” Ms. Curry
explained. “We help them find housing and
we help them with legal advocacy. A lot
of our in-shelter and outreach services are
counselling based. We can hook them up
with other organizations in the communities
we serve. We serve all of South Simcoe, so

we hook them up with other agencies that
can help them with education, employment,
and whatever they need to sort of help them
get back on their own feet and set them up
for success.”

The High Tea is a luncheon featuring
sandwiches, sweets, tea, of course, a silent
auction, a photo booth, and live music.

The event has become so popular that this
year’s event has already sold out.

In keeping with the International Wom-
en’s Day theme, the event will also feature
displays highlighting famous women in
various roles who have helped shape our
society.

Bl N L B 7

FARMING FINDINGS - The AgKnowledge Forum, hosted by Nottawasaga Futures, brought to-
gether local farmers and those with an interest in agriculture-related businesses. The event was
held at the Gibson Centre in Alliston on Friday, Feb. 27. The morning session featured a forum with
guest speakers who shared their industry experience. During the afternoon, there was a vendor’s
market with a wide variety of agriculture-related products. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTOS

=]

Your time can
change a life.

e Learn More Today

www.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/dufferin

FUNJI - Sinda and Ali from the Mushroomy at White Pine Meadows brought a variety of er tic

mushrooms that they grow on their mushroom farm.

TASTY TREASURE - The Truffle Girl, Cassie Ta-
vares, brought her delicious home-made truffles
to the event.

.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO



BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Progress continues at the County of Sim-
coe’s redevelopment of Simcoe Village Cam-
pus in Beeton, with several new enhance-
ments now incorporated into the project.

Enhancements were approved by county
Council.

This will significantly elevate the resident
experience, strengthen care options, and cre-
ate new opportunities for connection.

As construction continues, the project is
taking shape as a modern, purpose-built com-
munity designed to support seniors with dig-
nity, independence, and high-quality services.

One key enhancement is the addition of a
dedicated Memory Care Unit within the Co-
Housing building. This unit was originally
planned for Simcoe Residences, but it has
been relocated to Simcoe Lodge.

Simcoe Lodge offers a co-housing model
that helps older adults maintain independence
in their own suites while enjoying shared liv-
ing, cooking, and relaxation spaces.

Placing Memory Care in this setting
increases capacity from six to nine residents
and provides a safer, more comfortable envi-
ronment.

The layout offers easier access to secure
outdoor areas and creates a warm, home-like

atmosphere that supports residents’ daily rou-
tines and well-being.

This change also allows the Simcoe Resi-
dences Retirement Home to add five addi-
tional suites, giving older adults more choice
in where they wish to live, while strengthen-
ing the long-term financial sustainability of
the Simcoe Village Campus.

Two guest suites will remain available in
the Retirement Home building for visiting
family members or students.

Council also approved a covered parking

structure, offering 20 premium spaces for |

residents who prefer this added convenience
and protection from the weather.

“Simcoe Village represents one of the most |

significant investments in seniors’ living in
our region’s history,” said Simcoe County
Warden Basil Clarke. “These enhancements
reflect our commitment to creating a campus
of care that supports residents at every stage
of aging, while offering families peace of
mind and a community they can trust.”
Construction continues across the entire
campus, including the Simcoe Manor Long-
Term Care Home, Bee’s Landing Village
Centre, Simcoe Meadows, Simcoe Terraces,
Simcoe Residences, and the Simcoe Suites
life-lease and market-rental apartments.
With the first phase targeting completion in
early 2027, the next phase, featuring Garden
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Seniors’ care and housing options expanded at Simcoe Village Campus

INVESTING IN SENIOR CARE -

The Simcoe Village project is on schedule with several new

enhancements incorporated into the development. County of Simcoe Council approved several

new ideas that will be incorporated into the project.

Homes, Town Homes, and the Memory Care
Co-Housing building, is scheduled to begin
in spring 2026 and wrap up by mid-2027.
“With construction progressing and key
design improvements now in place, the vision
for Simcoe Village is becoming a reality,”
said Jane Sinclair, the county’s general man-
ager of health and emergency services. “The
enhancements, combined with improved

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

accessibility features, will have a lasting
impact on the quality of life for residents now
and in the future. We are grateful for the con-
tinued leadership of county Council, along
with the support from community members
and partners who share in this vision.”

To learn more about this project, visit
online at simcoe.ca/SimcoeVillageRedevel-
opment.

Anti-bullying Awareness: Simcoe County schools ‘sprinkled with kindness’on Pink Shirt Day

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Each year, students and staff throughout
the Simcoe County District School Board
observe Pink Shirt Day.

This is a day that promotes anti-bullying
awareness and encourages kindness and
inclusivity within schools.

This year, Pink Shirt Day was held on Feb.
25, with the theme ‘Sprinkle Kindness.’

Students and staff were encouraged to
wear pink and to participate in a variety of
school-based activities focused on inclusive-
ness, respect, and belonging.

The SCDSB recognizes that all members
of the school community have the right
to be safe and to feel safe. In the SCDSB,
Pink Shirt Day is part of a larger effort to
cultivate kindness, address bullying in all
forms, and empower students to support one
another.

VIEIRSTATRYA

The SCDSB shared the results of a recent
School Climate Survey conducted in fall
2025.

In that survey, 84 per cent of students in
Grades 4 to 12 participated, indicating posi-
tive increases in school safety, belonging,
and engagement at the elementary and sec-

ondary levels.

The SCDSB says it will continue to work
to provide learning opportunities and activi-
ties that support the growth of positive
school climates, creating a culture of belong-
ing, engagement, and success for all.

VENDOR APPLICATIONS

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLIY

shopping experience

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate vendors to join
us in making HollyFest even more magical in its second year. After an incredible
inaugural event, we're excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing
Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you're ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged community, join a
festive tradition in the making, we’d love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

(% Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds, ¥

o

247090 Side Rd 5, Mono .

REGISTER YOUR FOURSOME
OR SINGLE BEFORE MAY 15"
TO GUARANTEE A SPOT.

.

orangevillehollyfest.ca

HOLE SPONSORS ARE APPRECIATED!

Bt
~

TO REGISTER OR SPONSOR A HOLE, CONTACT AL LORD
EMAIL: allord6909@gmail.com « PHONE: 416-576-6128

*ALL PROCEEDS FOR THE KEVIN LORD MEMORIAL FOUNDATION, IN SUPPORT OF THE BRAIN TUMOUR
FOUNDATION OF CANADA AND OTHER WORTHY CAUSES IN AND AROUND THE COMMUNITY.

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the QR code, visit our
website or email shows@Ipcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.

Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early
acceptance on June 26.
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Securing our
future as an
energy
superpower

We're building the first small modular
reactors in the G7 and first large scale
nuclear facilities in 30 years.

That’s how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/PoweringOntario O -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n ta r I O




THE NEW TECUMSETH TIMES | THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 1 1

e oo “lecttmselt

WOMEN: »BUSINESS

We have been serving our Beeton
community and surrounding areas
for over 9 years.

e We accept CDCP

e New Patients are Always
Welcome

¢ Dianne Skinner
Our office denturist

Building Pelalionships,

@%fcn FAMILY

B D E N TAL Call Us Today to book

wee=CENTRE===_ Your Appointment Follow us on [E§ @) X

L to R: Lisa, Andrea, Dr. Rosanna Porretta,
Miriam, Harman, Bethany

29 Main Street West, Suite 100, Beeton | 905-729-7272 | www.beetonfamilydentist.com
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#‘wf' . MOLLY MAID

Purpose

ﬂn@

.

MOLLY MAID

mollymaid.ca

%@W 78300(}7/63[1% —

WOMENe BUSINESS

Practical ways to support
women in everyday life

(NC) ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES DON'T AFFECT every-
one equally, and women often feel the biggest impact.
While these realities are rooted in long-standing
systems, progress happens when people take action—
big or small. Here are some ways you can help create
change:

SUPPORT WOMEN’S HEALTH.

Women’s health isn’t just about what we can see. It also
includes everyday realities that often go unnoticed.
For instance, did you know that, in Canada, about
one in six people who menstruate struggle to afford
period products? It's a phenomenon called period
poverty, and it’s a lived reality for many women, who
have to choose between paying for period products
or other necessities like rent or groceries.

CREATE A SUPPORTIVE WORKPLACE
FOR WOMEN.

Women bring diverse perspectives, skills and expe-
riences to the workplace, but they can face unique
challenges, from systemic bias to gaps in equity and
inclusion. Creating a safe, respectful and shame-free
environment helps women feel valued, confident

and empowered to contribute their best. By fostering
policies, practices and a culture that actively supports
women, organizations can unlock the full potential of
their workforce while building a more equitable and
thriving workplace for everyone

How can you play your part? For many people, the
challenge isn't a lack of good intentions, it’s uncertainty
about where to start. Topics that are still surrounded
by stigma, like periods, can feel unfamiliar simply
because we haven't been encouraged to talk about
them openly. Building comfort and confidence
through education is a meaningful first step. Orga-
nizations like The Period Purse offer free workshops
and practical resources that help reduce period stigma
and support the creation of shame-free spaces.

The issues affecting women’s health are complex and
deeply connected to broader social and economic
systems, and they won't be solved overnight. But
small, intentional actions can add up to real change
over time. Learn more about how to support women’s
health at theperiodpurse.com.

www.newscanada.com

Rhonda Millsap [

Serving Barrie and surrounding area

Canadian Brand
Trusted Since 1979

MOLLY MAID Barrie is proudly owned and led by Rhonda Millsap, a
passionate entrepreneur who has built a trusted residential cleaning
business in the community for over 15 years. As a dedicated mother of
two and a driven business owner, Rhonda represents the strength,
resilience and leadership of women in business. She has grown her
Franchise through perseverance, integrity and an unwavering
commitment to delivering exceptional client care.

Rhonda is deeply committed to creating opportunities for others,
building a positive workplace culture and supporting the professional
growth of her team. She believes that when people feel valued,
supported and empowered, they deliver their best work and that
commitment shows in every home her team cleans. This people-first
mindset is at the heart of everything she does.

Born and raised in Simcoe County, Rhonda understands the importance
of community and takes pride in supporting local families and
businesses. Under her leadership, MOLLY MAID Barrie is known for its
professionalism, personalized service and strong values. Rhonda’s
hands-on leadership style and belief in empowering her team continue
to fuel her success and inspire those around her.

Support a locally owned, women-led business - call
MOLLY MAID Barrie for your free in-home estimate
at 705-881-9698 or scan the QR code.

180 Parsons Rd., Unit 15,
Alliston
www.warriormartialarts.ca

the beach house
R the feneh e,

35 Victoria St. E., Unit #5
(Town Square)
Alliston, Ontario

705.250.2700

info@thebeachhousespa.ca
thebeachhousespa.ca
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Megan Di Matteo, RN - Enalia Beauty Bar

RAISED HERE IN SIMCOE COUNTY, I grew up valuing community, connection, and care — principles that
guided my path into nursing. After graduating from the Registered Nursing Program in 2004, I
moved to Toronto in pursuit of opportunity, believing my future would always be at the bedside.
Across Ontario and Alberta, [ built a career rooted in compassion, trust, and clinical excellence.

In 2020, I stepped beyond the hospital walls and took a bold leap into entrepreneurship, building
Enalia Beauty Bar. Aesthetic medicine has allowed me to blend clinical expertise with creativity
and autonomy, reimagining patient-centered care by slowing down, listening with intention, and
empowering clients to elevate not only their skin, but their confidence.

I take pride in returning to Simcoe County to raise my family while bringing trusted, nurse-led
aesthetic care to the community that shaped me. At Enalia Beauty Bar, my mission is simple:
thoughtful, ethical, and personalized care —where every client feels heard, cared for, and confi-
dently themselves.

Jessica Green, Warrior Martial Arts

| HAVE BEEN TEACHING in the martial arts for 13 years, and hold a 3rd degree black belt in
shoto-kan karate. After teaching in several schools, I created a program that encompassed
a combination of traditional karate, as well as modern martial arts. Our students practice
everything from techniques and kata, to weapons and acrobatics, and everything in between.
After starting a small location in Orangeville, I added a second location in Alliston, which
has now become our largest location.

At Warrior Martial Arts, we meet students where they’re at, and work collaboratively
with parents to reach their goals. Having children of my own, I know the importance of
helping your child succeed in school, and other areas of life, and it has always been my
goal to help students become the best versions of themselves. Whether it be learning self-
defense, gaining confidence, a sense of community, or a chance to compete as a high-level
competitor, Warrior Martial Arts has programming that will exceed your expectations!
Discipline through respect, not fear, is a cornerstone in our program. We teach life skills
such as resilience, integrity, respect, discipline, focus, amongst many others.

Visit our location at 180 Parsons Road, Unit 15 in Alliston to start your family’s journey
into the martial arts!

Robyn Caruana, Co-Owner & Operations Manager

OLD FASHIONED VALUES WITH MODERN DAY SOLUTIONS: Located in Beeton, Robyn co-owns
Trevor’s Roof Repairs with her husband and manages the day to day operations. They
are a full service CertainTeed accredited Shingle Master roofing company offering roof
replacements, repairs, eavestrough cleaning, installation and maintenance, soffit/fascia,
skylight replacement, blown in insulation and more.

Trevor’s Roof Repairs is open year round for all your roofing needs! Now is a great time
to have your roof, attic and home exterior inspected for spring repairs.

Give them a call to have qualified Trevor’s Roof Repairs

employees complete your project to
the highest standards.

fee CHOICE 2025 AWARD
CertairTesd B m DLLMOHD WINER WINNER 2005

Alisha Brooks,
The Beach House Spa & Wellness

ALISHA BROOKS IS THE OWNER of The Beach House Spa & Wellness in Allis-
ton, Ontario, a boutique day spa she founded with a simple vision: to create
a calm, welcoming space where people can pause, breathe, and care for their
wellbeing. Inspired by her love of the beach and its sense of escape, Alisha
built the spa around relaxation, clean products, and personalized care.

Now celebrating 15 years in business, she has grown The Beach House into
a trusted destination for skincare, self care, and wellness in the community.
Known for her warm approach and commitment to helping guests feel both
confident and cared for, Alisha leads a passionate team dedicated to creating
meaningful experiences for every client.

Her journey reflects resilience, heart, and a deep belief that taking time for
yourself is essential, not a luxury.

BEARUTY BAR

COSMETIC INJECTABLES
SKIN REJUVENATION
LASER TREATMENTS

Tottenham, Ontario

416-988-2301
info@enaliabeautybar.ca
www.enaliabeautybar.ca

TREVOR'S

AOOF REPAIRS

Serving South Simcoe
416-522-7486
info@trevorsroofrepairs.com
www.trevorsroofrepairs.com
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Canadian entrepreneurship growing among women
Federal strategy helping to close the gap

By Sam Odrowski

Canadian women have taken the business world by storm
over the last 50 years, more than doubling the number of fe-
male-owned businesses.

While women owned less than 10 per cent of Canadian
businesses in the mid-1970s, they now own roughly 20 per
cent of all private-sector businesses in Canada today.

However, greater advocacy is needed to achieve true gen-
der parity in the business world. Male ownership accounts
for the remaining, approximately 80 per cent, of businesses,
and women face systemic challenges when pursuing entre-
preneurship.

To help close the gap, the Government of Canada launched
the Women Entrepreneurship Strategy (WES) in 2018, a
nearly $7 billion initiative that offers a variety of supportive
programs.

“Studies show that advancing gender equality and wom-
en’s participation in the economy can add billions in GDP.
Since creating Canadas first-ever Women Entrepreneurship
Strategy, our government has helped hundreds of thousands
of women start new businesses, grow their existing business-
es and expand into global markets. Investing in women en-
trepreneurs isn’t just the right thing to do; it’s an economic
imperative and a smart strategy for a thriving future,” said
Rechie Valdez, Minister of Small Business.

One challenge that women face when starting a business
is access to financing. To address this, the WES Inclusive

Women Venture Capital Initiative is helping to create a more
equitable venture capital environment. The initiative funds
projects that “strengthen and build a more inclusive venture
capital environment for Canadian women,” according to the
Government of Canada.

Another key support to address funding challenges is the
WES’s Women Entrepreneurship Loan Fund, which provides
loans of up to $50,000 to female entrepreneurs and business
owners.

The WES Ecosystem Fund helps strengthen the entre-
preneurship ecosystem’s capacity and provides the resources
women entrepreneurs need to launch or grow a business.

The WESs Women Entrepreneurship Knowledge Hub
provides a one-stop source of knowledge, data and best prac-
tices for female entrepreneurs. The hub is a collaboration
between 10 regional hubs, more than 250 organizations and
thousands of women entrepreneurs.

To date, over 400,000 women have been supported
through the WES strategy.

“Women-owned businesses are not only driving economic
growth through job creation but also bringing in higher rev-
enues year over year, generating over $90 billion in sales rev-
enue across Canada, and accounting for more than 865,000
jobs,” said Wendy Cukier, Professor of Entrepreneurship and
Strategy at Toronto Metropolitan University.

“There are also multiplier effects of SMEs, including those
owned by women, across sectors and communities. And

women are more likely to contribute to sustainable develop-
ment goals. There is a surge in women-founded companies
across sectors from technology and finance to health care
and consumer goods, attracting significant investment and
market attention. As we move into challenging times, we
need to ensure women entrepreneurs are central to strategies
for resilience and self-sufficiency”

\

125 Years of Strength, Service & Women in Leadership
McGoey Insurance Brokers | International Women’s Day

This International Women’s Day, we are proud to celebrate something that
has always been at the heart of McGoey Insurance Brokers: strong, capable,
community-driven women.

For over 125 years, McGoey Insurance Brokers has been a trusted name in our
community. What many people may not know is that today, our office is proudly
run by 95% women. Women who lead. Women who advocate. Women who
protect what matters most to families, farms, and businesses across our region.

Long before it was common practice, McGoey’s recognized that women in
prominent roles within the insurance industry are not just valuable...they are
, essential. Insurance is built on relationships, trust, attention to detail, and the
- ability to listen and respond with care. These are strengths our team brings to
@ work every single day.

Operating in a rural community comes with its own unique challenges. From
farm risks to small-town businesses and growing families, no two policies, or
2 lives, look the same. Our local knowledge, confident brokers, and unwavering
commitment to customer service, reliability, and flexibility are why McGoey’s has
remained the most trusted brokerage in the area for over a century.

But what truly sets us apart is our culture.

At McGoey’s, we believe the most important thing women can do is uplift other
women. The family-unit energy in our office is undeniable. We celebrate each
other’s wins, support one another through challenges, and recognize the unique
pressures women balance in both business and home life. That environment
doesn’t just create great workplaces — it creates flourishing professionals who
are empowered to serve their clients with confidence and compassion.

To the women of McGoey Insurance Brokers, and to women everywhere...today
we celebrate you.

Here’s to 125 years of trust, leadership, and lifting each other higher.

AUTO. HOME. FARM. COMMERCIAL.
GENERAL INSURANCE

“Servicing this community since 1900”

t McGOEY

INSURANCE BRO[(ERS

info@mcgoeyinsurance.com

10 Mill St. East, Tottenham ON LOG TW0 905-936-3441
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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
nuclear facilities

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready
with a plan to protect Ontario. We're building the first small
modular reactors in the G7, and the first large-scale nuclear
facilities in decades. Creating 150,000 new jobs.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n ta r I 0
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Hornets win first round with four-game sweep over Huntsville

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets are leading 2-0 in tThe
Alliston Hornets have advanced to the second
round of the North Carruthers Division after a
four-game sweep over the Huntsville Otters in
their quarter-final series.

Game 1 of the series got underway on Feb.
20 in Alliston and ended with a 6-1 win.

It was an 8-3 Alliston win in Game 2 on
Feb. 22, in Huntsville.

The series returned to Alliston for Game 3
on Friday, Feb. 20.

In that game, the Hornets took a two-goal
lead in the first period on two goals from Gun-
ner Kirk.

The Hornets took command of the game in
the second period and scored four times before
the Otters could respond.

Alliston’s goals came from Nick Lamont,
Duncan Grube, David Harvey, and Ben Taylor.

There was no scoring in the third period,
and the Hornets left the ice with a 6-1 win and
a 3-0 lead in the series.

The series went to Huntsville for Game 4 on
Sunday afternoon, March 1.

Huntsville opened the scoring in the first
period and got the only goal in the first frame.

Alliston returned fire in the second, with
Will Hopcraft tying it up at 1:59 into the
period, followed by a goal from Duncan
Grube.

The Otters fought back, scoring at 9:23 into
the period to tie the game.

Alliston’s Noah Larmon scored at the mid-
way mark to give the Hornets a 3-2 lead with
one period remaining.

Huntsville tied the game at three with a late
goal at 16:24 into the third period.

QUARTER-FINAL ACTION - The Alliston Hornets take on the Huntsville Otters in Game 3 of their best-of-seven Carruthers Division quarter-final
on the ice at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, Feb. 27. The Hornets won the game 6-1, then ended the series with a win in Game
4 on Sunday, Mar. 1. Alliston forward David Harvey takes a shot on net during the second period of Friday’s game.

Larmon got his second of the night with
2:05 left on the clock to put the Hornets back
in the lead.

A final from Gunner Kirk with 39 seconds
remaining in the game gave the Hornets a 5-3
win and the right to advance to the next round.

In the other North Carruthers Division quar-
ter-final series, the Stayner Siskins dispatched
the Innisfil Spartans in four games.

The Orillia Terriers have advanced after
knocking out the Muskoka Bears in four
games.

The Penetang Kings are leading the Mid-
land Flyers 3-2 in their series. Game six of that
series was played on Tuesday, Mar. 3, with
results not available at press time.

The Hornets will now go on to play the Oril-
lia Terriers in their best-of-seven semi-final

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

round.

This will be an exciting series between two
skilled, talented teams, as well as a bit of a
grudge match.

The Terriers stole the division title from
the Hornets last season after winning the final
series in a huge upset.

The schedule for the semi-finals has not yet
been announced.

Local athletes find success at 56th annual Free Throw District Championships in Alliston

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Knights of Columbus held their 56th
annual Free Throw District Championships at
Holy Family School in Alliston on Saturday,
Feb. 14.

Competitors previously won free-throw
competitions at the local level to qualify for
the championship.

The qualifier in Alliston was held on Jan.
24, with local elementary and high school
students competing to see who could make
the most hoops.

The winners moved on to the District
Championship to compete against kids from
Orangeville and Bolton.

At the District Championships, 10 players
won their age-group competitions.

Michael Murad, 17, from St. Thomas
Aquinas Catholic High School in Tottenham,
scored the highest free-throw percentage in
the competition. He sank 21 of 25 free throws
from the line for an 84 per cent success rate.

Isaiah Manuel, of St. Thomas Aquinas,
won his division, shooting 20 for 25.

Winners of the District Championship:

Girls
e Age group: 10 - Amanda Cruz, Totten-
ham, F.X. O’Reilly
e Age group: 14 — Eva Williamson, Allis-
ton, Banting Memorial
* Age group: 16 — Miranda Morrison, Allis-
ton, St. Thomas Aquinas

Boys

* Age group: 9 — Bentley Butler, Essa Bax-
ter Central

* Age group: 12 Alessio Raimondo, Totten-
ham, Monsignor Ronan

e Age group: 13 Tomas Carrier, Alliston,
St. Paul’s

e Age group: 14 Isaiah Manuel, Alliston,
St. Thomas Aquinas

e Age group: 15 Dashaun Marcelin, Allis-
ton, St. Thomas Aquinas

e Age group: 16 Landon Cuddy, Alliston,
Banting Memorial

e Age group: 17 Michael Murad, Totten-
ham, St. Thomas Aquinas

The District Championship winners will
advance to the Regional Finals to be held at
St. Basil the Great Catholic High School in
Toronto on March 28.

pionships at Holy Family School in Alliston on Saturday, Feb. 14. Ten participants won their age
group and will move on to the next level of competition. Isaiah Manuel gets ready to shoot while
Michael Murad watches the competition. Both boys went on to win their age group.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO



BY MARK PAVILONS

The Canadian Show Jumping Team fin-
ished third in the $150,000 FEI Nations’
Cup, presented by Florida Coast Equipment,
Feb. 28, during the CSIO4* Winter Eques-
trian Festival in Wellington, FL.

The four-member team saw Erynn Bal-
lard, Chris Pratt, Kyle Timm, and Nicole
Walker take on seven other countries in the
annual battle of nations. At the end of the first
round, Canada was sitting third on a score
of four faults behind Ireland and the United
States, who were tied on zero faults. The all-
deciding second round saw no change to the
top three, with the United States claiming a
home side victory with a clear scoresheet,
followed by Ireland in second with four
faults and Canada in third with nine faults.

Tottenham’s Ballard, who made her
Olympic debut last year in Paris, was the
lead-off rider for the Canadian team, riding
Her Game Ball BG for owner Mary Francis
Looke. She opened with a clear round and
used her considerable talent in the saddle to
follow up with a single rail in the second,
plus one time fault for exceeding the time
allowed set by co-course designers Nick
Granat and Steve Stephens.

Aurora’s Walker was next in the Interna-
tional Arena for Canada, riding Panter JVH,

her 1l-year-old bay Belgian Warmblood
stallion (Le Blue Diamond Van’t Ruyters
x Toulon). The pair incurred eight faults
in both rounds, which would eventually be
dropped when the best three scores were
counted.

Pratt was next in the rotation for Canada
riding Ideaal ES for owner Take The High
Road, LLC. The pair produced the only dou-
ble clear performance for Canada, helping to
secure a podium finish.

“I’'m really happy with Ideaal’s perfor-
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Canadian Show Jumping Team places third in FEl Nations’ Cup

mance tonight,” said Pratt of thel3-year-old § g

Dutch Warmblood gelding (Ukato x Con-
way). “I thought he jumped even better in the
second round than he did in the first round.
He was a little looser and more relaxed in the
second round. He felt confident and certainly

made my job easier. I’'m equally as happy for i

Karen Long-Dwight and Glen Fleischer, the
owners of Ideaal. They are great supporters,
really love the horses, and do it for the right
reasons. They were ecstatic.”

Timm, originally from Calgary, AB,
rode in the anchor position with Glamour
du Chanu, a 10-year-old bay Selle Fran-
cais gelding (I’Arc de Triomphe x Papillon
Rouge) owned by Haras des Fourches and
Rein Family LLC. The pair had the ‘b’ ele-
ment of the triple combination down in both
rounds to incur four faults.

“It was a podium finish for our team
tonight and I’m very, very proud of them,”
said 10-time Olympian Ian Millar, who
stepped into the role of Canadian Show
Jumping Team chef équipe in 2023. “I'm
working backwards from the Olympic
Games in 2028. That seems like a long-term
goal but that’s what I’'m doing because we
have the Pan American Games in 2027 and,

RIDING TO THIRD - Erynn Ballard and Her Game Ball BG, owned by Mary Francis Looke.

STARTING GATE COMMUNICATIONS PHOTO

this year, we have the World Championships
in Aachen, Germany. Everything we do with
our teams through the next three years has
a purpose and there is a plan. Tonight was
about giving several horse-rider combina-
tions a shot. They have to get in there and
do it and we’ve got to see what they’re made
of. They stepped up to the plate very well
tonight. I'm very proud of this team.”

0 \ v

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

: |
e
%/\/ = Passionate about an issue you've read about within the pages of the New Tecumseth Times?
( \ -/O° Want to share your opinion? Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com.

Be sure to include your name and town.

YOUR LIFE
RENEWE

Last chance to live in this popular community, perfectly located

by the Trent River. You will enjoy the accessible and amenity rich

location surrounded by nature’s harmony with lakes, forests,
conservation areas, parks, hiking trails and more. Something

special awaits you in affordable Hasting’'s Estates.

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY
DETACHED ON 44’ TO 50’ LOTS
FROM THE MID

$600’s

Register Now - myhastingsestates.ca ®yBatavia
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FIREPLACE

HoME COMFORT CENTRES

— Family Owned Business
Established In 1987

SALES * SERVICE ¢ INSTALLATION

6048 HIGHWAY 9,
SCHOMBERG

800-843-1732

FIREPLACESTOP.COM

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT MAKES “CENTS” o

IT’S SO EASY YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF. DROP IN TO SEE US TODAY AND LEARN MORE!
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Four arrested after Essa Township armed robbery investigation

The Nottawasaga Detachment of the Ontario
Provincial Police has arrested four individuals
as a result of an ongoing investigation into a
robbery in Essa.

Police arrived at multiple residential
addresses over multiple jurisdictions on Thurs-
day, Feb. 19,2026, to execute search warrants
relating to a previous armed robbery at a retail

establishment in Alliston in May 2026.

As a result of the investigation, four indi-
viduals were arrested.

Joseph Lee, 19, of Mississauga, has been
charged with Conspiracy to Commit an Indict-
able Offence.

Luke Grant, 19, of Etobicoke, has been
charged with Conspiracy to Commit Indict-

able Offence.

A 17-year-old from Ajax has been charged
with:

* Robbery with a Weapon

* Conspiracy to Commit Indictable Offence

A 17-year-old from Toronto has been
charged with:

* Robbery with a Weapon

e Conspiracy to Commit Indictable Offence

Due to the ages of two of the accused par-
ties, their names will not be released under the
Youth Criminal Justice Act.

All four accused were held for a bail hear-
ing on Feb. 19, 2026, and currently remain in
custody. None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.

Impaired driving charge laid against New Tecumseth man who drove vehicle into ditch

Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) officers have charged one individual
with impaired driving following a single vehi-
cle collision.

On Sunday, March 1, shortly after 9 p.m.,
Nottawasaga OPP officers received a call for
service regarding a single motor vehicle in the

ditch. The vehicle had come to a stop on the
driver’s side, trapping the driver inside. The
driver had been helped out of the vehicle and
had not sustained injuries. Officers arrived on
scene and detected an odour of an alcoholic
beverage and began an impaired investigation.

As a result of the investigation, officers

arrested the driver for impaired operation.
The driver, Brett Babony, 33, of New
Tecumseth, has been charged with:
e Operation while impaired - alcohol and
drugs
* Failure or refusal to comply with demand
The accused party was released on a Form

10 Undertaking with a future court date at the
Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford to answer
to the charges. The accused’s drivers’ licence
was suspended for 90 days and had their vehi-
cle impounded for seven days.

None of the listed charges have been proven
in court.

OPP encourages residents to remain vigilant as CRA scams increase throughout tax season

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

As Canadians begin preparing their 2026
income tax returns, the Ontario Provincial
Police are reminding the public to stay vigi-
lant against Canada Revenue Agency imper-
sonation scams.

This includes phishing emails and text mes-
sages designed to steal personal and financial
information.

According to the Canada Revenue Agency,

scammers frequently impersonate CRA
employees and may contact victims by
phone, email, text message, or through fake
websites that appear official.

The CRA confirms that it will never send
refunds by e-transfer for text message,
request personal or financial information by
email or voicemail, or pressure you to click
links to receive benefits or avoid penalties.

The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre continues
to receive high volumes of reports involv-
ing tax-related fraud. It notes that fraudsters

Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and

playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are
great pals and would do great in a home
together. They love to greet people, play with
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are
volunteer - favourites.

Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
vaccinated, flea treated.

Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707

increasingly use phishing messages, spoofed
caller ID numbers, and official-looking CRA
branding to trick victims into sharing sensi-
tive information.

The CAFC stresses that it does not con-
tact individuals to request money or personal
information, and encourages all Canadians to
report suspicious activity.

There are several common tactics used in
CRA scams.

Residents should be cautious if they
receive:

Emails or text messages with links urg-
ing you to ‘claim your refund,” ‘update your
tax account,” or avoid account suspension.’
Scammers often use threats or promises of
refunds to pressure victims into clicking
fraudulent links.

Phone calls demanding immediate pay-
ment or threatening arrest, deportation, or
legal action are used to intimidate victims.
The CRA states it will never threaten arrest

or use aggressive language.

Fake websites imitating CRA long pages,
often using unusual domain endings or extra
characters, are used to dupe victims. Official
CRA sites always start with canada.ca or end
in .gc.ca.

You may be dealing with a scam if some-
one sends you a link and asks you to click it,
or requests personal details such as your SIN,
banking information, or passport number.

Be aware if someone asks for payment by
cryptocurrency, gift cards, or e-transfer. CAA
does not accept these transactions.

If you are unsure if you are being scammed,
hang up, delete the message, and contact
CRA yourself.

If you believe you have been targeted by a
CRA-related scam, whether or not you shared
personal information, you are urged to report
the matter.

Reporting helps law enforcement identify
patterns and prevent further victimization.

Driver arrested after fleeing from officers in Bradford

Officers from the South Simcoe Police Ser-
vice were conducting proactive patrol in the
area of Stevenson Crescent in Bradford West
Gwillimbury when they observed a grey
Volkswagen parked on the roadway with its
engine running.

Officers observed this on March 2,
at approximately 3:45 a.m., and as they
approached the vehicle, the driver fled at
a high rate of speed, driving erratically and
failing to stop at two posted stop signs.

Shortly after, officers located the vehicle
in the driveway of a residence on Colborne
Street. Police discovered an open container of
alcohol inside the vehicle, and subsequently
the driver was arrested.

As a result of the investigation, a 28-year-

old male from Bradford, Ontario was charged
with the following offences:

* Fail to Stop at a Stop Sign — HTA 136(1)
(a)

e Careless Driving — HTA 130(4)

e Fail to Surrender Permit for Motor Vehi-
cle — HTA 7(5)(a)

* Open Liquor in Motor Vehicle — LLCA
42(1)(a)

e Fail to surrender insurance card — CAIA
3(1)

The accused driver’s licence has been sus-
pended, and his vehicle impounded.

He is scheduled to appear in court on April
16,2026.

None of the listed charges have been
proven in court.



BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Dr. Michael Corradini, a veterinarian in
New Tecumseth, has received the 2026 Award
of Merit from the Ontario Veterinary Medical
Association (OVMA).

The award recognizes a veterinarian who
has demonstrated exemplary public service
and has made extraordinary contributions to
the veterinary profession.

The award was presented at the OVMA
Conference and Trade Show in Toronto.

Dr. Corradini founded Simcoe Veterinary
Associates, comprising of three clinics, in
1985.

Currently, he operates clinics in Tottenham
and Bradford.

He was one of the first veterinarians in
Ontario to offer soft tissue ultrasonography
for both horses and small animals.

A respected clinician, Dr. Corradini holds
multiple certifications in ultrasonography and

has made significant contributions to advanc-
ing equine veterinary care. He is sought after
by both equine and canine athlete owners for
diagnosis and treatment of sports-related inju-
ries.

Dr. Corradini developed a love for animals
at an early age and moved to a rural property
at age 11 where he had a special interest in
horses.

“We lived in the city, right downtown, and
moved to this farm land, specifically to have a
horse,” Dr. Corradini explained. “I’ve always
had an interest in and a love of horses.”

This love of horses led him to become
involved with local horse racing tracks as
a teenager, where he started out as a ‘hot
walker’ and later learned more about horses
and the horse racing industry.

“This award means a lot to me because it’s
awarded by your peers,” Dr. Corradini said.
“These are people who know what you do and
what you go through, so that is very reward-
ing to me. I really enjoy what I do.
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New Tecumseth veterinarian honoured with 2026 Award of Merit

An enthusiastic volunteer, Dr. Corradini has
held numerous leadership roles in the profes-
sion.

He is a past president and distinguished life
member of the Ontario Association of Equine
Practitioners, and he has served on multiple
university and association boards. He was the
Canadian representative on the board of the
American Association of Equine Practitio-
ners.

Dr. Corradini also served as OVMA presi-
dent and has chaired several committees and
task forces.

He has been involved in equine research
at the University of Guelph and has worked
with the Ontario Horse Racing Industry Asso-
ciation and the Ontario Agricultural Science
Research Committee, securing funding for
equine research.

Dr. Corradini has mentored and trained
many co-op students, veterinary externship
students and associated veterinarians, sup-
porting the next generation in the profession.

RECOGNIZING CONTRIBUTIONS -
cal veterinarian, Dr. Michael Corradini,
received the 2026 Award of Merit from the
Ontario Veterinary Medical Association for ex-
traordinary contributions to the veterinary pro-

Lo-
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fession. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Expression of Interest issued by New Tecumseth for proposed Trades & Technology Training Centre

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth is taking
an important step toward strengthening the
local workforce by issuing an Expression
of Interest (EOI) for a proposed Trades &
Technology Training Centre in the commu-
nity.

At its meeting on Feb. 23, town council
approved the release of the EOI to invite
accredited  post-secondary  institutions
to propose partnership opportunities to
develop or co-develop and deliver skilled
trades and technology training in a local
setting.

The EOI is intended to identify institu-
tions with the capacity, interest, and vision
to work collaboratively with the Town of

New Tecumseth, Simcoe County, and indus-
try partners to help meet the region’s grow-
ing workforce demands.

The proposed training centre would sup-
port the town’s long-term economic devel-
opment goals while addressing skilled trades
shortages across manufacturing, automo-
tive, construction, and emerging trades.

Through the EOI, institutions are asked to
outline potential program models, partner-
ship approaches, facility requirements, and
implementation plans aligned with local
and regional labour market needs.

“This is the first time the Town of New
Tecumseth is formally exploring a post-sec-
ondary partnership for a Trades and Tech-
nology Training Centre,” said New Tecums-
eth Mayor Richard Norcross.

“Across Canada, skilled trades shortages

W OBITUARIES

FOREVER IN OUR {fearts

are affecting employers at every level, and
those pressures are being felt right her in
our community.”

He added, “By launching this Expression
of Interest, we are taking a proactive step to
build strong local talent pipelines and posi-
tion New Tecumseth as a regional leader in
skilled trades training.”

In 2025, town staff met with six post-
secondary institutions, alongside an indus-
try partner, to better understand skilled
trades programming and assess early inter-
est in a training centre in New Tecumseth.
These site visits helped inform the town’s
approach and provided insight into success-
ful training models, while respecting the
confidentiality of institutions and industry
partners involved in early discussions.

The EOI will formally launch on March

2,2026, and is open to any accredited post-
secondary institution.

No site has yet been selected.

Subject to future funding approvals, the
town plans to undertake a feasibility study
following the EPO process to assess labour
market demand, infrastructure require-
ments, community readiness, and potential
locations.

“We want our young people to see a
future for themselves right here. A local
trades school would open doors to meaning-
ful careers while keeping talent, skills, and
opportunity in our community,” said Mayor
Norcross.

Findings from the study will help inform
program design, capacity, and next steps
toward implementation.

BELL, Peter Harold

April 20, 1941 - February 13, 2026

Peter, born on April 20, 1941, in Brampton, grew up in Cataract. After just
six weeks of high school, he decided that was enough and embarked on his
career as an entrepreneur, exploring many options in his earlier years.
Peter sold and delivered baled shavings and hay from South River before
he was even 16 years old. He hauled blocks for Peel Block, bought and sold
cedar rail posts from Manitoulin Island, trucked potatoes from Alliston and
hauled equipment for many from all over.

Joan (Platt) Colwell

Family and friends are mourning the passing of Joan (Platt)
Colwell on February 22, 2026.

Joan was born in Toronto in April 1939 and moved to Beeton
at the age of 10.

Joan was a dedicated teacher for 40 years, starting in a one
room school house at the age of 19, teaching all eight grades.
She continued her career in Beeton, Lloydtown, Schomberg
and the final few decades at Kettleby Public School teaching
Grade 1.

Her greatest joy was teaching her students to read and she -
took the greatest pride in the success of her phonics program. She loved to run into her former
students in her travels.

Joan was an avid ball player throughout her youth and adulthood, making many friends over the
years. In the early 1960s her Beeton team, part of the York Simcoe Softball League were champions
and finalists several years, a time she fondly remembered and reminisced about to her grandchildren.
In recent years she was a dedicated Blue Jays fan.

Joan was a proud member of the Georgian Bay Steam Club for many years, serving as secretary for
several. She remained a proud owner of an Ontario wind and pump gas engine.

Joan loved going to auction sales. She enjoyed many hobbies in her retirement (1998) including
golfing, bowling, walking, reading, embroidery and scrapbooking. She made a scrapbook for each
grandchild.

She was predeceased by her beloved husband Jack (2023) to whom she was married for over 60
years. She is lovingly remembered by son John (Sheryl), daughter Janis, and her grandchildren Dale
(Victoria), Dylan, Andrew (Jaimey), Connor and Paige.

A private family gravesite service will be held at a later date.

In 1968, Peter married Marjorie (née Gray), who passed away in 2009. Peter and Marjorie had two
sons, Craig (D-2013) and Darryl and blended their family with sons Gary, Brent (D-2021), Paul,
and Mark.

Peter purchased 100 acres in Mono Township, five miles north of Orangeville on Highway 10
in 1966 and from there he began buying and selling farm and industrial equipment, which he
continued to this day.

Peter possessed a sharp mind for numbers and a keen eye for a good deal. He frequented equipment
auctions and sales across the province, never missing a Saturday auction and amassing a unique
collection of goods. He was known for his hard bargaining skills and unwavering commitment to
his prices.

Peter also provided valuable financial solutions as a private lender to many when traditional banks
were not an option, helping to make homeownership a reality.

Peter was old fashioned and still enjoyed reading newspapers from all over and listening to radio
broadcasts for the latest news and weather updates. Peter didn't mind driving many miles to pick
up the papers from small communities and stopping to check out potential deals and tend to his
many properties along the way. He was fond of drinking strong beer and had a wicked sweet tooth
for chocolate milk and Chapman’s ice cream.

He will be deeply missed and remembered by his numerous associates across the province, friends,
neighbours, and family.

Peter is survived by his son Darryl (Coralee), daughter-in-law Debbie (Craig, predeceased), and
stepsons Gary (Bettina), Paul (Patty), and Mark as well as grandchildren Jeffrey, Amy, Adam (Jayda),
Tyler, Tonya, Sean (Melissa), Dustin, Rio (Kaleigh) and Carter, and eight great-grandchildren.
Peter was the son of Harold Thomas (D-1981) and Doris (née Moore) (D-1961) Bell, brother of
Diana (D-2018).

The family would like to thank the nurses of E Wing at Headwaters Health Care Centre, and Dr.
Akula for their compassionate care in the last few weeks of Peter’s life.

As expressions of sympathy donations to Bethell House Hospice or Matthews House Hospice
would be appreciated.

A Celebration of Peter’s Life will be held at In Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. (28 Main St N,
Grand Valley). on Saturday, March 14, 2026 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Online condolences can be made at www.imfunerals.com
In Memoriam Funeral Services Inc. has been given the honour of serving the Bell Family.
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Classifieds

Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email vicki@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

DEADLINES

406 VEHICLES WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

WANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

I WANT YOU

Porsche 356/911/912,

Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
[ love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

OLD CAR!

Call David

416-802-9999

WE PAY CASH for
scrap vehicles - any
size. We also buy
construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air,
in house laundry. Main St
above an office. $1700

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

Beautiful Walk-out
Basement Apartment
Spacious 1,300 sqg. ft.
apartment located in the
heart of King City. Fea-
tures include: One bed-
room, 3-piece bathroom,
In-unit washer and dryer.
Free parking for one car.
All utilities are included
(except Wi-Fi). Conve-

niently close to ameni-
ties, within walking dis-
tance to the GO Station,
and offers easy access
to Highway 400. Single
occupant. Rent: $1,800/
month. Call 289-383-
3121 for inquiries.

month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

l 4
L3R

505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

NOW
HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months

EXPERIENCED
Bindery Stitcher Operator
Wages starting at $24-$28 per hour,
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months

Please email resumes to:
antonina@masterwebinc.ca

OCDS

The Country Day School

EDUCATION WITH BALANGE

CDS is seeking to hire a:

Senior Development Officer -
Alumni Giving
Permanent, Full-time, Year-Round Position
Commencing March 2026
Posting closes March 6
The Country Day School offers JK-12 in a
co-ed, non-denominational environment
located on 100 beautiful acres in King.

Detailed job description can be found at:
www.cds.on.ca/employment

."'"/ N
JC Landscaping Inc.

Part-Time DZ Driver -
Perfect for Semi-Retired

We are a professional landscape
construction company looking for a
reliable DZ driver for 2-3 days per
week.
v Flexible scheduling
v/ Steady weekly work
v Competitive hourly pay
Looking for someone dependable,
calm, and professional.

Call 905-936-9494, email
kimberly.siemens@jclandscaping.ca

More Classifieds next page

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

numerous regions for maximum growth

EXPECTATIONS:
e Have a positive attitude

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

e Sales Driven

e Great Personal Skills

e Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

® Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

."| LONDON
| PUBLISHING cogp.

e Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across

 Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
® Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

WANTED:

Full-Time Accountant / Bookkeeper
A medium-sized construction company
located in Bolton is seeking a full-time

Accountant/Bookkeeper.

Responsibilities include:

» Accounts Receivable

+ Accounts Payable
* Payroll

Please call: 416-677-7850
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Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email or email vicki@lpcmedia.ca

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 610 FIREWOOD/

\

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved
specimen at 22” long. With wood stand.
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia.
Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great,

Email mpavilons@rogers.com

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Y s

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains
a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian Il
(AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and

large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of
above average cut and clarity. Measures just
over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs

10 grams. Asking $1,800.
\\ Email mpavilons@rogers.com

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

Kidd Family
Auctions Inc,

MAR 19TH - 20TH - Coin & Currency Sale

MAY 26TH - 30TH - Straight Shooter Sale

SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!

MAR 5TH - 6TH - Sports Memorabilia / Trains & Toys / Advertising Collectibles

MAR 25-27TH - The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction for Militaria and Firearms
APR 10TH - Antiques, Collectible and Quality Household ltems

APR 17TH - Canvas, Carvings and Keepsakes

APR 24TH - The Springtime Tool & Equipment Sale

MAY 1ST - The Locked & Loaded - Handgun Auction

MAY 8TH - May 8th - Got Stuff? Claim This Prime Date for Your Treasures.
MAY 15TH - Strike It Rich: The Coins & Currency Auction

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

f-

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration
Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com

www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur
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SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSINESSES!
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES

Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p-m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

Grass fed/finished Angus
freezer beef for sale. Sides,
quarters and bundles.

Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662,
blackcow@sympatico.ca

Please support your bocal businesses!

804 SERVICES

Cusfom Deck & Fence Design & Build
H Permit, Drawings and — '
- 3D Renderings Available

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION

437-898-3875
vcexecute@gmail.com

804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE

ALL JUNK Eied

BASEMENTS * YARDS 20 yard sea can con-

TR NETETY  tainer for storage lo-
SMALL MOVES e 0DD JOBS cated in Nobleton.

Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

Very Reasonable Rates
Call to enquire:
905-832-9655
or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

Check Out tr

[ 4
e
SEASONED | | W@
PLEASE
FIREWOOD | | =5 o%
647-237-5537 THIS PAPER.
Face Cord $170
Bush Cord $500 722’/
Smaller amounts also available. u:&[;l/ W
We deliver.
1153 Canal Rd, a ”"f i
Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2

804 SERVICES

STOP WASTING
MONEY THROUGH
YOUR ROOF!!

The problem isn't your HVAC
system it's your insulation!!

Save up to 20%
with topped up attic
insulation

Call for Free Estimate
437-898-3875
References Available

Ig
L

909 PERSONALS

If Drinking Has Become PLEASE
a Problem We Can Help RECYCLE
416-487-5591 THIS PAPER.
Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591 ’[7/#;”

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS we ke

www.aatoronto.org onee-

A
e

e

shopping ¢ dining * drinking * events * entertainment

/?(WWI//AF/’/(’{(/ /(’/’(’(/

ones i a W(((l//l’(ly

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST
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SUPPORT
LOCAL

SMALL
BUSINESS

CARPET CLEANING

:'CARPET CLEANING SPECIAL
. U
ightening (E

* Pre-Spotting

= =_ THREE ROOMS

(Max. 150 sq. ft.
per room)

$1 29 * Furniture Moving

+HSTWITH couron * Deodorizing

“FULL'STEAM
CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED - 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

TF 1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 |

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

FENCING

MORTGAGE —
BROKERS s N
/ \
"‘“'" DoMINION LENDING I AD l
DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated
CAROL FREEMAN ~ 7
MORTGAGE BROKER
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
FAX: 519-925-6800 H H
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca readlng thIS _ad’
211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON our advertising
www.carolfreeman.ca works!

RENOVATIONS

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair

Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements

Full Bathroom Renovations - Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

¥ CHAIN LINK FENCE 1L
m.. 4 &5 HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK, >
ALWAYS IN STOCK g

E“GE WOOD FENCE » WROUGHT IRON FENCE |

FARM FENCE « BOBCAT SERVICE
DEMOLITIONS « SUBCONTRACTOR
RESIDENTAL « FARM
COMMERGIAL

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(705) 250-7711 * (416) 993-0711

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/ [l
ALLISTONFENCE g ]

B

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
* RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
¢ INDUSTRIAL 1\ 866-952-0146 /i |
INSTALLATIONS

@‘——r— = — y’@*feg
SERVICE » DELIVERY &/ &

CARLING PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

TEMPO ALUMINUM COMPANY LID.
%WL Qa@&c&n © oo @«é&/dn
SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

705-770-2290 - 416-889-0807

./ Carling Propane Inc.",
|| " 24 HOUR SERVICE /'

<4

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

Q":‘ % wam»méaw%am

k You

FOR SUPPORTING A LOCAL BUSINESS

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile * Additions ¢ Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

NEW YEARTILE & BATH DEALS
Affordable « Reliable « Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos
© 416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com
BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

(GUABANTEED)

ROOFING

The Local Roofing Experts That You Can Trust

* Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
« Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More
¢ Fully Licensed and Insured

ASK ABOUT
.. ROOF REJUVENATION

SAVE UPTO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF ANEW ROOF

32 A v k 1 ‘ “l
Located in King Township since 1994
1-877-713-6837 | www.guaranteedroofing.ca

;

a7 -

- lilrl'!-i
NEW 9, K
TECUMSETH S
RECYCLES! =
PN o
/ \ Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE
l AD l Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
\ , Free Estimates,
SN 7 Certified Arborist
Fully Insured
If you are Tree Rgmoval, Trimming,
readingthisad, | | g, o e
our advertising Commercial
works! (705) 321-3507
’ Friendly & professional serivce
Serving.Simcoe County
TOADVERTISE CALL [ P
o Yl
919-278-1700 BN : BL i gmE—

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA




This springing-forward is a bit of a
mixed bag for me. While I'm one of those
perhaps annoying people who sees the
bonus hour as an opportunity, this sea-
son’s time switch is getting me an hour
closer to orthopaedic surgery for which |
have been looking forward to for no less
than 30 years!

That said, it's bringing me an hour
closer to a not-until-you’re-40 orthopedic
surgery you've been looking forward to for
no less than 30 years — and that’s an hour
that could be spent preparing, double-
checking any checklists and, yes, even
worrying!

The bright side? Come the fall, 'm cer-
tainly going to make the most of that lost
hour when the powers-that-be return it to us!

But how much longer will we have to
keep shuttling this single hour back and
forth, regardless of its consequences
to our physical, mental, and emotional
health?

Our cousins in British Columbia have
the right idea.

This week, everything aligned just right
for our west-coasters to break the cycle of
Daylight Savings Time and this Sunday’s
hour will be their last payment of 60 min-
utes without expecting a refund.

The switch in British Columbia is not
without its critics, but what'’s of particular
interest is they forged ahead with ditching
the system on their own without waiting for
the other jurisdictions, particularly Pacific
Coast States, to get their acts together
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Brock’s Banter: Change you can set your watch to

and follow suit.

The desire to ditch the system is just
as strong in Ontario, but we’re constantly
told we can't make the switch until Que-
bec and New York are also on board,
largely for economic reasons. But while
opposition to “the ditch” is minimal in all
three areas, it seems the leadership of the
same jurisdictions are still waiting to see
who is going to blink first.

Who'd have thunk the first to blink was
British Columbia?

“The provincial government under for-
mer premier John Horgan passed leg-
islation in 2019 to switch to permanent
daylight time, but did not set a date for the
change as it waited to coordinate with its
counterparts in Washington, Oregon, and

California,” reported the Times Colonist
on Monday. “Those states continue to do
spring and autumn time changes. In the
U.S., changing the system requires con-
gressional approval.

“We waited, and we waited, and we
waited,” said [Premier David] Eby. ‘I'm
here to announce we're done waiting.” In
a statement, the province said, ‘recent
actions from the U.S. have shifted how
B.C. approaches decisions that merit
alignment, including on time zones.”

The long-term impacts of British Colum-
bia going it alone will be seen over time,
but, from my perspective, it sure feels like
a step in the right direction.

In fact, it just might be change you can
set your watch to.

International Women'’s Day to be celebrated throughout the world on March 8

International Women’s Day is a global day
celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and
political achievements of women.

The day also calls for accelerating gender
equality. It is time to celebrate the progress
made in advancing women’s rights and to
highlight the ongoing efforts needed to ensure
their full participation in all aspects of society.

International Women’s Day has been
around for over 100 years. It began in 1911
as a call to all those who care about gender
equality.

The beginnings of International Women’s
Day can be traced back to the early 20th cen-

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing o Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

Support the Local Businesses

Who Help Support

Ouwe Conmuntly!

tury, when it emerged from labour movements
in North America and Europe and reflected a
growing call for women’s equal participation
in society.

The first International Women’s Day rally
took place on March 19, 1911, in Austria,
Denmark, Germany, and Switzerland, when
over one million people attended rallies to
support women’s rights to work, vote, hold
public office, and live free of discrimination.

Other countries began observing and cel-
ebrating this day in the years that followed.

The United Nations recognized 1975 as
International Women’s Year and began cel-

TREE SERVICES

ebrating March 8 as International Women’s
Day.

There are many ways you can be involved
in International Women’s Day and recognize
the achievements of women across the globe.

You can take action to support gender
equality in your everyday life. You can learn
bout inspiring Canadian women and the his-
tory of gender equality in Canada.

There will be events across the continent
where you can get involved and show your
support.

While women in Western countries have
made great strides toward equality, the rest of

the world has not followed suit.

Right now, women have only 64 per cent of
the legal rights that men hold worldwide.

In fundamental areas of life, including
work, money, safety, family, property, mobil-
ity, business and retirement, the law system-
atically disadvantages women.

In many countries, the law allows for early
and child marriage, which erodes the full
potential of around 12 million girls annually.

International Women’s Day celebrates the
achievements of women; however, there is
a long way to go in achieving equality for
women globally.

WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

~ TREE SERVICE
CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

RE

WINDOWS & HOME

Exceptional window
& eaves cleaning
interior - exterior - commercial

(647) 393 7397
info@rexwindows.ca
Contact for a free quote

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA
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37 Young Street, Alliston 709-439-1409

included

UETSH | ’ — 8PIECESAaug
8-12 PlECESkSﬁg Zrl f . Choose from 2 varieties.

Flatbreads @
46085158 b

Choose from 4 varieties.

Alsojavailable,
Pork{Pot Roast|907 ¢
$16.99 SAVE S5

WD

Pepperoni 26-28 PIECES 5uug

R (NCREDIBLE [
. PRICE

Stuffed, Breaded Chlcken 124 gspiech

Choosefrnm i i .
« Broccoli and Cheese « Kiev « Parmesan Swiss bR Bistro Chicken Lo -

PARTY PACKS

Batteredlh g

Mushroomsaoo g-—"‘

Sirloin Beef Meatballs
60-70 PIECES 907,

Party Pack
32 PIECES 576 ¢

cer: D0*0FF |35t 50°’°0FF

Regular price $6.99 each Regular price $14.99 each

1299 1= |
Mini RedVelvet:Cheesecake: -| Custard Tarts Salted Caramel
6PIECES300g | 6 PIECES 450 g 2 Varieties | |

- TRy o 1]

SOI.I[JS ’ g % : ]alap'eno

2558 -400 mL , 4 C AN Cheese Sticks
& A @ 13-16 PIECES

Other varieties available, o A & 454 8

Bruccnhcheddar L : g 3

Loaded Potato - Wontun

Mozzarella StiCkS

15-21 PIECES 4548 !

\‘
Mini Filled Donuts
8PIECES 1848

Stuffed

Pasta Shells
102k -

Supreme

Stuffed Peppei's
4PIECES907¢

Herb & Garlic » .. ¢ saatt - 1
Chicken Breasts * / A " o Korean §tyle bt
5-8 PIECES 907 e A ) | . Fried Chickenesog

| I PappardelleP ta 850

To view the full flyer, scan the QR code
or go to mmfoodmarket.com

PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 ¥

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, MARCH 5 TO WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers, M&M Food Market
Express and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. ©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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